
ACTION
JOINT ENGINEERING PROGRAMS Agenda Item F-1
UK/UofL/WKU/MuSU February 5, 2001

Recommendation

• The staff recommends that the council reassert its commitment to the “Strategy for Statewide
Engineering Education in Kentucky” and to approving joint programs in engineering to begin fall
2001.

• The staff recommends that the council commend Western Kentucky University, Murray State
University, the University of Kentucky, and the University of Louisville for their work in creating the
two attached Frameworks of Agreement on joint bachelor’s degrees in civil, mechanical, electrical,
and telecommunications engineering starting fall 2001. The universities will soon seek approval for
each joint program, providing full detail on curriculum, staffing, and cost.

Background

At its July 2000 meeting, the council approved the “Strategy for Statewide Engineering Education in
Kentucky” that called for the creation of joint programs to increase the number of baccalaureate
engineers in the commonwealth and address regional issues of access and productivity in engineering
education.  Joint programs are to be built on the strengths of existing engineering programs at UK and
UofL while accommodating employer needs identified by the comprehensive universities.

The Frameworks of Agreement address faculty, accreditation, curriculum, and administrative issues in a
manner consistent with the Strategy for Statewide Engineering Education. Under the Frameworks of
Agreement:
• WKU will work with UK to offer joint bachelor’s degree programs in civil engineering and

mechanical engineering and will work with UofL to offer a joint bachelor’s degree in electrical
engineering.  The programs will be offered on the WKU campus.

• MuSU will work with UofL to offer a joint bachelor’s degree program in electrical and
telecommunications engineering.  The program will be offered on the MuSU campus.

• For the three WKU-UK-UofL programs, a Joint Engineering Program Steering Committee
consisting of senior administrators from the participating universities would oversee program
policies. The MuSU-UofL program will also have a Joint Engineering Program Steering Committee.

• For the three WKU-UK-UofL programs, an Admissions Committee (consisting of departmental
administrators and faculty from the three universities) would ensure that common admissions
standards prevail.  The MuSU-UofL program will also have a joint Admissions Committee.

The council staff continues to discuss with institutional administrators methods of funding the joint
engineering programs during the 2001-02 academic year. The council staff is developing a budget



recommendation for engineering to be included in the New Economy Initiative for the 2002-04
biennium.
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